ACHS SUMMARY FORM
1, Name: W, J. Dronenburg House

2. Planning Area/Site Number: 13/10/123, M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Ilap 7
Clarksburg E.D. A=l

. Address: 23401 Frederick Road, Clarksburg

5. Classification Summary

Caterory building Previous Survey Recording i=-NCPPC
Ownership private Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of
Public Acquisition /A Fistorical Sites
Status occupied

Accessible vesstrestricted Federal State x County x Local

Present use commercial, private residence

&. Date: Late 1860's 7. Original Owner: William J. Dronenburg
8. Apparent Condition

a. good b. altered C. original site

9. Description: This three bay br three hay, two-and-a-half story house faces
wests The original house was three bay by one bay, two-and-a-half story,
brick laid in Flenish bond with fieldstone foundation, facing west. The
front (west) facade has a panelled transom. A one-over-one, double-hung
windowv flanks the door on either side., The trim is nlain. The cellar
beneath has a dirt floor and huge hewn beams to sunport the brick house, An
earlier massive stone chimney can be seen although it is partially covered
with block. A three bay by four bay section is behind the brick part; it is
clanboard on fieldstone foundation with casement windows. A zable roof
covers Dboth sections with corrugated metal. There is one interior brick
chimney, and louvered shutters at the upper level, 'indows are double-hung;
some of the original glass remains. A cenment hlock and frame one story
addition is behind the clapboard part. This addition is on three sides of
the house, the south, east and west,

10, Significance: The William J. Dronenburg House is an important reminder of

Clarksburg's 19th century heritage s a center of industry and eommerce for

northern Montgomery County. It is Clarksburg's only brick building.

William J. Dronenburg came to Clarksburg from northern liarvland sone-
time between 1840 and 1850, and was able to purchase a large lot near the
tanyards and across the street from the hotel. After the Civil War, he
built a house on the site, the core of the present structure.

The Dronenburg family owned this property until 1937. Since then the
house and proverty have had a number of owners and alterations.

Margaret Coleman
1. Researcher and date researched: Xevin J. Parker-8/79 Arch. Description

12, Compiler: nail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled: 10/79 14, Designation
Approval
15, Acreage: 1.667 acres
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Pockville arvland 20850
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DESCRIPTION M. 130702

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED 2L ORIGINAL SITE
XGooo __RUINS _XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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B} SIGNIFICANCE M13-10-12

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _ RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _ AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —_ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS X INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X _OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION Local Historw
SPECIFIC DATES 15te 18601 s BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The towm of Clarkshure emerged in the 19th centurv as a center of
industry and commerce for northern ‘lontsomery County., The VVilliarm J.
Pronenburs house is an immortant reminder of Clarushurcs's industrial
hevdar,
“1111 D2ronenturs came to Clarkshurg from northern larvland sonetime
Hmetween 1840 and 18504+ and was listed in the 1850 census as a olacksmith.
Pusiness seems to nha ° nrospered for him, for in 1853 he was ahle to
nurchase 2 large lot® in town near the tanvards and across the street from
the hotel, He soon bullt a house on the sitey »nroviding the core of the
“resent structure.
Nronenbureg arrived in Clar¥sburrs at an onnortune moment. Perinning
n the late 1920'3 and continuing for over a decade, numerous equity

s involved manr of Clarksburg's leadine nroperty owners andé 2 sizable
ount of real estate., It was out of the auctions resulting from these
cases that 1111 Dronenburg was able to nurchase the land on which he
ilt nis blacksmith business,

It arpears from the assessment records that after the Civil °

Nronenturs hul“t his brick house, the onlv one in Clarksburp,3 ”he
Dronenbure family owned this nronerty until 1937, when Clifton and
Catherine ﬁrgnenburg's house weas rppossessed by the Yome Owmer's Loan
Corporation, Since that time the house and nronertr have haé a nunher
of omers and alterations., Its nresent owvner is V01P1n" the rouse for
investrent nurnoses.

TOOTUOTTS

3
AR ]

1. ~larence Dar, crandson of W, J. Dronenburs, interview, summer 19279,
7« Land Tecords of ontromery County, 'd., JGiI 2/77 (Tebruary 4, 1853),

2

3. “‘ontromery County Assessment Zacords, for 1864-59 and 18690- ”6 shor a
jurm In the Dronenbure assessment from £500 to €00,

4, Lan@ Pecords, on., cit., 706/29% (Julr 21, 1938),

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



FEJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“iontzomerv County Land Assessment, an” LEqulty Pecords,

Yartenet & 3ond fap (186%).

Porkins Atlas (12792).

M3 )0-j2-

Interview with Clarence Dar, ~randson of "".J., Dronenbure, sumrer 19279,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

1.667 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Yevin J. Parrer Margaret M. Coleman. Arch. Desc. 1979

ORGANIZATION

Surarloaf Derional

DATE
furust 1979

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
- o ~Z . ~
Rox &7 226-L510
CITY OR TOWN STATE

™2 A
J1CIerson

arvland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

to be found in the

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House,

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438

21 State Circle

PS- 1108
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